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Referred Paleolithic sites and Pleistocene hominid sites inJapanese Archipelago (Matsufuji 2010)
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Method of investigation

+Horizontal excavation of lamina unit T A

- Artifacts were recorded by coordinate and fabric measureme.nt

- Natural scientific investigation
Tephra analysis
Radiocarbon dating
OSL dating
Phytolith analysis
Geological research
Lithological analysis
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Distribution map of Artifacts In Cultural Layer II (Kikuchi 1986)
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Rose diagram of Cultural Layer IV and Natural Layer V (Kikuchi and Nakamura2004)
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Cultural Layer IV
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Cultural Layer IV




- Culture Layer lll is estimated to date between 35000 years ago
and 68000 years ago, on the basis of tephrochronology and the
radiocarbon method. Forty artifacts and numerous carbonized
material were recovered from this Layer. The age of Culture Layer
IV is estimated to be between 68000 years ago and 84000 years
ago, on the basis of the tephra analyses. Eight artifacts and
carbonized material were recovered from this Layer.

- The Culture Layer Il assemblage consists of large tools made of
hornfels and small artifacts in siliceous shale. Absence of the
handaxe and the pick, which are often found in early assemblages
of China and the Korean Peninsula, seems to suggest unique
composition of Palaeolithic assemblages in the Japanese
Archipelago.

- The Kanedori site, which can be firmly dated by means of
tephrochronology and geochronology, is a rare example of Middle
Palaeolithic site in Japan.
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